Pulmonary atresia and aortic valve stenosis.
A case is described of pulmonary atresia with ventricular septal defect and severe aortic valve stenosis. The aortic valve gradient measured at the time of insertion of an aortic to pulmonary arterial shunt was only 5 mm Hg and aortic valvotomy was deferred. Post-operative low output cardiac failure resulted in the death of the patient. The severity of the aortic stenosis was confirmed by post-mortem examination. We suggest consideration of aortic valvotomy in similar cases as the intraoperative pressure gradient may be unreliable.